Eric Salerno — 18 November 2023.

More than half a century has gone by since | worked on the main research
for my book Genocidio in Libia. Many things have changed in Italy since
then: a generation or two Italians, new means of communication and a
chance in the perception of the past. At the time, my book was considered
almost off limits for a good part of the population, almost a heresy for
those that believed in the saying Italiani brava gente (Italian Good
People). | remember university professors of the older generation - lets
those who were over 50 in 1969 - noy wanting to believe the results of my
research and speaking about exaggeration by the witnesses | had
interviewed in Libya from north to south, from east to west.

When my critics were confronted by the documents that | was able to find
in the Italian archives, they would say that the Italians were not yet able
to confront that truth. Today, Italians are accepting the realty of the
colonial past, but little is part of school curricular. Non necessarily out of
wanting to hide or negate the past but because the new generations don’t
have time or desire to understand the past even when it is through the past
that one can understand the present.
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